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is used; but for "English beer" the grain is imported from
the Punjab.

A Government Cordite Factory is established on the
Nllgiris, in the Aravanghat valley above Coonoor. The
machinery is driven by electricity generated at the Karteri
falls. The factory gives employment to many Badagas,
Cordite is a smokeless explosive, used by the Army and
Navy. Its name is derived from the fact that it is pro-
duced in the form of cylindrical strings or cords, looking
like macaroni, by pressing it, while in a pasty condition,
through dies or perforations in a steel plate.

CHAPTER XXIII
PLANTING  INDUSTRIES
THE prosperity of the coffee (Coffea arabicd) industry
in South India was at its height in the decade 1870-80.
The profits were so good that the cultivation of the plant
spread all over the suitable areas of the western ghats.
Before the appearance of leaf disease or blight caused by
the fungus Hemileia vastatrix, the heavy rainfall during
the south-west monsoon did not affect the growth or yield,
and, in consequence, Travancore, Wynaad, Coorg, and
Mysore, gave up large tracts of forest land to the enterprise
of the planter. But the appearance of leaf disease worked
a complete and rapid change. The disease first appeared
in Ceylon, and gradually crept along the line of the ghats
until it invaded every planting district in South India.
Now it has completely killed coffee out of Travancore, and
almost entirely out of Wynaad. Districts with heavy rainfall
have succumbed, and it survives only in comparatively dry
climates, where the fungus can be successfully combated